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To determine which U.S. cities can claim the designation “high-tech,” we chose 36
technology indicators—our raw data—based on expert and staff opinion. Items such as
“robotic surgery,” “number of Wi-Fi hotspots” and “R&D budgets at local universities”
all qualified. We grouped each indicator into one of six broad categories: Transportation,
Connected Citizens, Medical, Jobs, Education and Energy.

When analyzing all of that raw data, we weighted each of the indicators based on their
relative level of importance. We summed those weighted indicators in each category to
get the Category Score, 1 through 100. To reach an overall High-Tech Score for each
city, we weighted each of the individual Category Scores, added them together, and
converted those results to a 1-100 scale.

Don’t see your city in our list? Cities for which sufficient data were not available and
those with populations of less than 25,000 were not included.

SCORE
(OUT OF

RANK CITY STATE 100)

1 Minneapolis/St. Paul MN 100

2 Atlanta GA 98

3 Washington DC 96

4 Boston/Cambridge MA 95

5 San Diego CA 93

6 Chicago IL 92

7 Columbus OH 90

8 Raleigh/Durham/Chapel Hill NC 87

9 Seattle/Bellevue/Everett WA 87
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Birmingham
Cleveland
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Lansing
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Note: Where necessary, individual cities were combined into Census Bureau-defined
Metropolitan Statistical Areas



